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Hello BARW,  
 

As you know our 30 th  Annual Lincoln Day Dinner is next Friday, September 15 th  (lol, how could you 

not) and while that has been my major focus, I have been keeping up with the ònewsó etc. Today, Bill King, in 
discussing current events used the phrase òThe Main thing is not the Main thingó. He was on the program 

òWhatõs Your Pointó.  This phrase got my attention, because so many of the issues we are hearing about are 

ònot the Main thingó. I googled the phrase. The phrase he was referencing comes from Stephen Coveyõs 

book, The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People.  Further reading got me to the following powerful  

quotes from the book that can change our thinking on how we view what is 

being told to us by the media, the government as a whole and our individual 

elected officials. Why canõt they ever seem to be able to handle the 

important business of the country in a  timely manner. I think these 3 

quotes could really help them. 
 

The Main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.  
 

The key is not to prioritize what is on your schedule, but to schedule 

your priorities .  

 

Most of us spend too much time on what is urgent and not enough 

time on what is important.  
 

Our elected officials and the bureaucracy continually take their eye off 

the ball to focus on the petty and partisan stuff and not enough time on 

the important business of running the country.  
 

No business can be successful being run like this and neither can a 

country!  
 

Look at the ònewsó with opened eyes and remember òto keep the main 

thing the main thingó! 
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Highlights from  August  22, 2023  
 

What an informative meeting with State Board of Education District 8 ς  5ǊΦ !ǳŘǊŜȅ ¸ƻǳƴƎΦ  5ǊΦ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ 
energy filled the room. We have a friend on the SBOE.  
 

There are 15 state Board of Education members who are elected by Texans to two- or four-year terms 
of office. Each member represents about 1.8 million Texans. District 8 is framed in blue. 
 

 Young wrote her doctoral dissertation on the connection between the school board, within their perceived roles and 
responsibilities, and their relationship with the superintendent. The superintendent, is like the CEO of the district. The school board 
sets the policies and goals for the district, while the superintendent implements those policies and works toward the goals. School 
board elections cannot be overlooked, because it MATTERS who is making decisions for our students. She encouraged local control. 
Parents need to get involved! 
 

 As a SBOE freshman, she was tasked to make changes to the Dyslexia Handbook to get it aligned with the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act. (IDEA). This took her about a year to accomplish.  
 

Dr. Young was instrumental in working on revisions to the health curriculum standards for Texas students including 32 pages of 
recommended updates.  
 

Dr. Young discussed the 88th Legislature and the following bills: 
HB900 ς This bill requires book vendors to rate all their materials based on their depictions or references to sex before selling them 
to schools. 
 

HB1605 ς /ŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά/ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ .ƛƭƭέ ς it prohibits open education resource instructional material from being made available to 
students, teachers, educators, or other education professionals before being reviewed by TEA and approved and included on the 
list maintained by the SBOE.  
 

HB 3928 -  Refers to services for students with dyslexia and related disorders, and certain parental notice regarding the rights of 
parents of public school students with disabilities. 
 

5ǊΦ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǎǳǊŜ ƘƻǿΦ {ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ .ƻŀrd 
meetings in advance would be a place to gain background knowledge of how the meetings function, how representatives leveraged 
their areas of expertise, and how they respond to the needs of their community.  
 

If you want to run for city council, your local water board, or any representative position, attend some of those meetings to be 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΦ  Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ  ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΚ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƭŜƳŜƴts that 
ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿΦ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ who are underserved. 
 

If you have any questions regarding the SBOE or just want to ask questions, you can reach Dr. Audrey Young at:  
 
   

 
P.O. Box 2683 
Trinity, TX 75862 
(936) 662-4264 
 

 

 
 
 

  

Email: audrey.young@tea.texas.gov 
Board Term: Jan. 1, 2023 - Jan. 1, 2027 

 

tel:(936)%20662-4264
mailto:audrey.young@tea.texas.gov
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Highlights from Egg Nog Party ð December 7, 2022  
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